Clutton's professional career was intimately associated with St. Thomas's Hospital, which he entered as a student in 1872. Four years later he became a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons of England, was elected Assistant Surgeon with charge of the Department for Diseases of the Ear in 1878, and full Surgeon in 1891. He was Surgeon to the Victoria Hospital for Children in Tite Street, Chelsea, from 1887 to 1893. A careful observer, he kept records of all his important cases in his own handwriting and took great pains to follow up the histories of both private and hospital patients. A vivid, popular clinical teacher, who based surgery on pathology rather than on anatomy, on his rounds he hurried into the wards with a mixture of "a walk, a run, and a slide", leaving the crowd of students far behind. The bearded man with the twinkling eyes was often called the "Students' Friend". The last years of his life were marred by ill-health. Microscopic: Irregular bony trabeculk, of arrangement similar to compact bone, are accompanied by fibrosis in the spaces between them; this fibrosis is highly cellular, the cells being mostly of mature type. Blood vessels are not numerous but himorrhages are present in places; osteoclasts are not seen. This picture fits in fairly well with polyostotic fibrous dysplasia.
The case is considered of interest in view of the distribution of the bone changes and the acute development of a pleural effusion on the left side which is presumed to be related to the involvement of the ribs on the left side by the bone dystrophy.
The patient is shown with the kind agreement of Dr. Kenneth Robertson under whose care she was in the Royal Hants County Hospital, Winchester. 
